
April 9, 2004
The Honorable Julie Harhart
House of Representatives
1541 Alta Drive, Suite 101
Whitehall, PA 18052-5643
Dear Representative Harhart:


I support the preservation, rehabilitation and reuse of the historic structures of the former Bethlehem Steel property to create an industrial heritage destination that will become an anchor for the entire region.  A mixed-use redevelopment of the site according to a comprehensive plan that includes preservation and interpretation of the historic structures as well as appropriate commercial re-use will maintain Bethlehem’s unique sense of place while generating economic development for the future.  The city will become a focal point of tourists and scholars alike, realizing immediate economic benefits in our shops, hotels and restaurants as well as sustainable economic growth for the future through the increasing desire of Americans to connect with their industrial past.


I ask that you participate in and fully support the creation of a historically-sensitive comprehensive redevelopment plan which includes public input, allowing the community to control its own destiny for the benefit of Bethlehem and the entire region.


Done properly, the redevelopment of the Steel will make Bethlehem the greatest small city in the region and will help reinvent Pennsylvania as one of the most progressive, exciting states in the nation.


Thank you for your time and consideration.


Very truly yours,


_____________________________


_____________________________


_____________________________

